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position they clap their hands, and move slightly upward and.
downward. In another dance, the'women* bend down while the
men persue them. The Radha and the deia dances of the
Kunbis are other examples. Erotic sentiment and actions per-
vade the whole dance atmosphere. Even the Kolyacha nacb
which is purely an imitation dance also has this important
trait. Gomu is the central figure of the dance and most of the
songs are addressed to her.
The dances performed during the Shimga festival in the
southern part of the Ghatside are very few and much different.
Men dressed like lions, tigers, monkeys and bears go through
the streets, exhibiting their dancing skill. . Lezim and sword
dances are also performed. The sword-dance and the move-
ments in other dances are clearly a survival of the martial
past. Religious sentiment is practically absent. There are no
Shimga dances in other parts on the Ghatside except perhaps-
that of the Bhils.
Dances on Special  Occasions.
To trace the motif of the dances performed on special
occasions is comparatively less difficult. The persons who>
perform such dances, earn the privilege by heredity or by
special initiation. Kadak Laxtrii is a good illustration of the
former, while bhagat, the indispensable shaman of the
backward groups is a good example of the latter.
The bhagat is supposed to have mastered the art of
divination and he is consulted when the explanation of a dis-
ease or a phenomenon lies beyond the ken of the people, The
sanctity of the place, the instruments and the other parapher-
nalia and the rigorous observances which the bhagat meticu-
lously follows contribute to create a tense atmosphere, the
tenseness being intensified by the convulsive movements of the"
bhagat. No wonder that under such conditions, the onlookers
treat the utterances of the bhagat as oracular. Similar is'
the case with Kadak Laxml, virs* and persons possessed by
the deities presiding over small-pox.
1.    Virs who represent ancestors, at times get possessed and are consulted
and prayed for progeny.